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Minutes of the September 15, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

JCARR Rules Review Committee 

 

Wednesday, September 15, 2021 
 
9:30 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of 
Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ JCARR Rules Review Committee convened in Room #1952 
on the 19th floor of the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts located at 77 South 
High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 for its regular meeting to discuss the Committee’s 
business. 
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Wappner 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson William C. Wappner called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.  Executive Director 
of the Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee 
members were in attendance of the meeting: 
 
George Horne, II; Jon W. Rettig, Sr.; Adriana A. Sfalcin; William C. Wappner 
 
The following personnel of the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors were also in 
attendance: Amanda Crates, board member; Edward Nurre, president; Kim Bourk, Melissa 
Keefer and Jarrod Williams of the board office; and Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Stephanie Slone, board counselor. 
 
Melissa Sullivan of Ohio Funeral Directors Association of Columbus, Ohio was also present. 
 
Chairperson Wappner welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Wappner stated the only item listed on the meeting agenda is consideration of the 
previous month’s committee meeting minutes.  He asked committee members if they had 
opportunity to review the August 18, 2021, JCARR Rules Review Committee Meeting Minutes, 
and if there were any questions or concerns about the minutes.  There was a consensus 
among the committee members that all had reviewed the minutes and had no concerns. 
 
William Wappner moved for the Committee to approve providing a recommendation to the 
Board to approve the August 18, 2021, JCARR Rules Review Committee Meeting Minutes as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Jon Rettig.  Chairperson Wappner asked for 
discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion. 
 
Motion by William Wappner, second by Jon Rettig 
Roll-call vote: Yes: George Horne, Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
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William Wappner reminded all that Ohio legislators are considering a bill introduced in the Ohio House in 
March 2021 regarding reciprocal licensure.  Mr. Wappner stated that H.B. 203, if enacted, will require an 
occupational licensing authority to issue a license or government certification to an applicant who holds a 
license, government certification, or private certification or has satisfactory work experience in another state 
under certain circumstances.  He asked Board Counselor Stephanie Slone if she could provide an update on the 
progress of the bill. 
 
Stephanie Slone thanked Mr. Wappner for the opportunity to answer his question.  Ms. Slone stated that the 
bill is currently in the House’s State and Local Government Committee.  The Committee has conducted three 
hearings thus far on the bill hearing testimony from the bill’s sponsor, interested parties, opponents, and 
proponents of the proposed legislation.  She remarked that the latest hearing was held in early June.   
 
Ms. Slone stated that the bill affects the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors by requiring the issuance of 
an Embalmer or Funeral Director Certification (apprentice card), Embalmer or Funeral Director license, and 
Crematory Operator Permit to any applicant that holds a license or card in another state or the applicant has 
satisfactory work experience, a government certification, or a private certification, as described in that chapter 
as an embalmer or funeral director apprentice, embalmer, funeral director, or crematory operator in a state 
that does not issue a license or card.  She commented that the bill, if enacted, would not apply to the board’s 
Courtesy Card Permit issued to licensed funeral directors from bordering states. 
 
Jon Rettig asked Melissa Sullivan of Ohio Funeral Directors Association if her organization participated in 
testimony before the House Committee.  Ms. Sullivan replied that former OFDA Board President Devin 
Woodyard offered testimony opposing the current proposed language in June 2021.  
 
There was discussion among committee members about the impact of Ohio House Bill 203 on Ohio’s licensed 
professionals. 
 
Chairperson Wappner thanked Ms. Slone and Ms. Sullivan for their comments. 
 
Edward Nurre asked Chairperson Wappner if he may comment.  Mr. Wappner obliged.  Mr. Nurre commented 
that this bill could impart a fast-track impression on young people considering a career in funeral services 
profession.  He remarked that in terms of meeting Ohio’s licensing requirements, the path of least resistance 
this bill offers could be a very enticing route to follow.  Mr. Nurre stated passage of this bill, as is, could 
encourage any person without a desire for higher education to journey to a state with lesser licensing 
standards, comply with that state’s requisites, and later apply to Ohio.  He opined that Ohio could be saddled 
with unintended consequences.  
 
There was discussion among committee members about other state’s licensing requirements. 
 
Jon Rettig shared that Bill 224 was introduced in the Ohio Senate in early September 2021.  He added that this 
bill revises the law regarding funerals and funeral services, and it includes clean-up language to some of the 
Board’s previously passed statutes. 
 
Mr. Wappner asked Jarrod Williams of the board office staff when the board’s rules were to be reviewed 
according to JCARR’s five-year plan.  Mr. Williams replied that it would be in 2022 for many of the rules, but not 
all.  Mr. Wappner stated that he’d like the committee to begin working on the review sooner than later.    
 
William Wappner asked if there was any further business to come before the JCARR Rules Review Committee.  
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There was none. 
 
Chairperson Wappner thanked all for attending the committee meeting and asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Jon Rettig moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Adriana Sfalcin. 
 
Motion by Jon Rettig, second by Adriana Sfalcin 
Roll-call vote: Yes: George Horne, Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
September 15, 2021, meeting of the JCARR Rules Review Committee adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 
 
      
 

 

 


